S7791 VELELLA Same as A 11831

TITLE....Enacts the New York state apparel workers fair labor conditions and
procurement act

STATE OF NEW YORK

7791
IN SENATE

June 20, 2002

Introduced by Sen. VELELLA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Committee on Rules

AN ACT to amend the labor law and the state finance law, in relation to
enacting the New York state apparel workers fair labor conditions and
procurement act and to amend the labor law, the state finance law and
the education law, in relation to authorizing SUNY and CUNY, as state
agencies, to consider certain labor standards and working conditions
when purchasing apparel

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
bly, do enact as follows:

1 Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as

2 the "New York state apparel workers fair labor conditions and procure-

3 ment act”.

4 § 2. Legislative intent. It is the sense of this legislature that the

5 state of Mew York, as a major purchaser of goods and services, must be
6 cognizant of fair labor conditions in its actions as a market partic-

7 ipant. Many consumers have legitimately revised their own purchase deci-
8 sions in the face of revelations about sweatshop labor and conditions.

9 The city of New York has recently enacted legislation to ensure that the
10 labor standards utilized in the manufacture of its apparel are decent



11 and just. It is therefore incumbent that the state exercise appropriate

12 awareness regarding the working conditions in which its extensive

13 apparel purchases are made. The uniformed employees of our state often

14 embody, and indeed represent, the high ideals which have made New
York

15 great. It is the intent and purpose of this legislation to ensure that

16 through its market participation, the state continues to uplift economic

17 standards of the workforce.

18 § 3. Section 347 of the labor law, as added by chapter 764 of the laws

19 of 1986, is amended to read as follows:

20 § 347. Report. Two years after the date on which this article takes

21 effect, and on or before the thirty-first of January of each year there-

22 after, the special task force shall issue a report on its activities and

23 on the apparel industry in New York state. This report shall be deliv-

24 ered to the labor committees and ways and means and finance
committees
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1 of the legislature. The special task force shall report on a regular

2 basis to the apparel industry advisory committee of the department, or

3 its successor.

4 § 4. The labor law is amended by adding a new section 349 to read as
5 follows:

6 § 349. Special September eleventh bidders registry. 1. The department
7 is authorized to promulgate the necessary rules -and regulations to

8 establish a registry of apparel manufacturers and contractors adversely

9 impacted by the September eleventh, two thousand one attack on the
10 United States of America. For purposes of this section, "the September
11 eleventh, two thousand one attack on the United States of America” shall
12 consist of the attack on the World Trade Center, the attack on the

13 Pentagon and the hijackings and crashes of United Airlines flights 93
14 and 175 and American Airlines flights 11 and 77.

15 2. In order to be registered, the manufacturer or contractor shall

16 substantiate that:

17 a. such manufacturer or contractor was registered with the department
18 pursuant to section three hundred forty-one of this article, as of

19 September eleventh, two thousand, and had been continuously doing busi-
20 ness until and including September eleventh, two thousand one;

21 b. such manufacturer or contractor has demonstrated, through cooper-
22 ative labor management efforts, a commitment to improving the economic
23 well-being of their employees; and

24 c. neither the business entity, nor any owner or partner of such enti-






