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CITY COUNCIL
SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK

ORDINANCE NO. 2007-12

Councilmember Maurizio offered the following:

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A “SWEAT FREE”
PURCHASING POLICY FOR APPAREL AND TEXTILES

WHEREAS, the City of Schenectady supports the rights of workers domestically and
internationally to be treated fairly in their workplaces and to be compensated equitably; and

WHEREAS, the City of Schenectady endorses efforts to remedy conditions and improve
exploitative workplaces such as sweatshop factories in the garment industry; and

WHEREAS, New York State remains a leader internationally in the garment industry
where thousands of New Yorkers are employed; and

WHEREAS, the City of Schenectady approves of state legislation enacted by the New
York Legislature that enables local governments and public schools to purchase apparel and
textiles from companies that are not sweatshops but instead comply with just and humane labor
standards. ;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Schenectady does establish a
sweat free purchasing policy for apparel and textiles amending the City’ s current Procurement
Policy.

Section 1. The Purchasing Policy & Procedures of the City of Schenectady are hereby
amended as follows:

Sweat Free Purchasing Procedures:

L Pursuant to Finance Law Section 162-4a (b) AND chapter 5, Section C5-9 of the
|
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City Charter, the City of Schenectady establishes a sweat free purchasing procedure for all
apparel purchases formally bid or not;

For purposes of this section only, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

(a) * Contract™ means any written agreement, purchase order or instrument whereby the
City is committed to expend or does expend funds in return for work, labor, services,
supplies, equipment, materials, or any combination of the foregoing.

(b) “ Responsible bidder” means that the manufacturer or contractor of apparel and
textiles is able to demonstrate current compliance with all applicable wage and hour,
health, labor, environmental and safety laws, building and fire codes and any laws
relating to discrimination in hiring, promotion or compensation on the basis of race,
disability, national origin, gender, ethnicity, color, age, religion, familial status,
sexual orientation, source of income or affiliation with any political, non-
governmental or civic group except when federzal or state law precludes the City from
attaching the procurement conditions herein. A responsible bidder for the purposes of
this section shall not contract with any subcontractor operating in violation of any
provision of this section for purchases and bids covered by this section.

(c) * Contracting agency” means a City, administration, department, division, bureau,
board or commission, or a corporation, institution or agency of government, that
purchases, leases, or contracts for the purchase or lease of goods or services financed
in whole or in part from the City’ s treasury.

(d) “ Contractor” means any supplier, by sale or lease, of apparel or textiles to a
contracting agency, including suppliers of uniforms for purchase by City employees
through any uniform or voucher system.

(e) “ Subcontractor” means any person or enterprise that contracts with a contractor,
either directly or through other intermediary subcontractors, for the manufacture or
supply in whole or in part of apparel or textiles. Subcontractors shall include
beneficiaries of bankruptcies, assignment, transfer, sales of operation, or other
succession or assignment intended to evade or conceal liability or responsibility for
any conduct enumerated in the section.

(f) “ Apparel or textiles” means any all articles of clothing, cloth or goods produced by
weaving, knitting, or felting, or any similar process.

2. A contracting agency shall only enter into a contract to purchase or obtain for any
purpose any apparel or textiles from a responsible bidder. The provisions of this
section shall apply to every purchase of apparel or textiles.

3: A contracting agency shall not enter into a contract to purchase or obtain for any
purpose any apparel or textiles from a contractor unable or failing to provide
certified documentation in writing:

(a) That such apparels and textiles are manufactured in accordance with the

requirements that constitute responsible bidder as defined in this section;
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